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About the author

Stuart Heseltine, Registered Landscape Architect, Pringlipé¢ misphere Design.
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of landscape character and visual impact assessment. In considering each visual
impact assessment exercise Stuart undertakes a qualitative landscape character
assessmentonsistent with best practice as prescribed by the Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (third edition), the Landscape Institute
(UK) and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (NSW) 2013.

Stuart has successfully appliedgmethodology to major projects across South
Australig the Northern Territories and Victorig&stuart is currently preparing a
visual impact assessment on behalf of Major Prg&uads Victoria for the Stage 2
Upgrade othe Yan Yean Highwaytransportinitiative of regional and state
significance.

With relevance to this project Stuart has prepared assessmentbéofdelaide
Kangaroo Island and Port Linc@esalination Plast the Lincoln Gap (Stage&s)d
Barn Hill Windfarnbevelopmentsthe Chaf Mill, Tailem Bend Stage two and Berri
Solar Farm developments and the Torrens Island Gas Power Stafiansion

Stuart provides regular advice on the likely visual impact of numerous
infrastructure developments undertaken by Electranet SA and vissalsasment
exercises pertaining to Development Applications lodged in a numerous Adelaide
metropolitan and regional council areas.
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for the provision of expert evidencerfthe Environment, Resources and
Development Court (SA).
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Glossary of Terms

Locality The position or site of something

Landscapéssessment | An assessment of the elements that collectively make udahdscape,
such as landform, vegetation, lanuge and cultural influences

PV panel Photovoltaic solar panel

Sensitive ReceptdSR)

Locations from where it was considered the proposedser Lane Solar
Farmlikely to be wholly or partially visible and some instances
prominent

Sensitive Receptor
Locality (SRL)

Where a number of collocated viewpoints, e.g. adjacent or nearby
dwellings, would be subject to the same degree of visual exposure t
the proposal

Viewpoint Locality (VPL

Where a number ofollocated viewpointse.g. adjacent or nearby
dwellings,have been assessed to considered all potential visual impa
which may result as a consequence of the proposed solar farm

Visibility shadow

Areas within the likely ZTVI where it is predicted ttiet proposal will
not be visible because there are a combination of ridgelines and

depressions, specific blocks of vegetation and built form between thg
viewer and the proposal #t potentially blocks all views

Visual Exposure

A measure of the degree wwhich an observer at a location can see or
potentially see the area to be affected by the proposed change. The
visual exposure is subjectively classified as either none, low, moder3
or high

Zone of Theoretical
Visual Influence (ZTVI)

The ZTVI is the fieed area within which modification to the contextug
landscape as a result of the propodechses SolarFarm could be
discernible to the nakedye. Adistance of up to  km radiusrom the
centreof the proposed sitavas adopted as the likefyrthest extent of
the likely ZTVI
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1. Introduction
FrasersLane DevelopmentPty Ltd is seeking planning approval for the

development of the 734W Frasers Solar Farm on the corner of Frasers Lane and

TraralgonMaffra RoadC109, Glengarry North, Victoria.

This Landscap&haracterand VisualrhpactAssessmen{LCVIAhas been prepared
to suypport aPlanning Applicatioprepared by Entura ohehalf ofFrasers Lane
Developmentwvhich outlines the planning provens applicale to the proposed
developmentandthe proposed developmentability to meet the requirements of
the Planning and Environment Act 1987Victoria

It should be noted that assessment of visual impact is highly subjective and the

individualconsideration of visual impact from any given location or view point may

differ from the findings presented in this assessment

1.1  ProjectSite

The proposedrrasers Solar Farim locatedapproximately &m noth of the
township ofGlengarry The proposal witompriseof 230,000 tracking photovoltaic
(PV) panelso be situated across four parcels of lawith a combined area of
approximately 110 hectares.

Theproposed developmersite and the widecontextuallandscapeas
predominantly agricultural with both crop production arzhttle grazing the main
land use activity.The occasional smaller paddock adjacentienberof
homesteadsare setaside for horse agiment. The Gippslanélains Railrail
passeslong the eastern vergef the TraralgoaMaffra Road (C1Q5running
parallelwith the easternsite boundaryand at an offset distance of approximately
80 meters.

There are no existing dwellings permanentstructures ornthe proposedsite. The
site is currently fenced with standard post and wire fenciipesite contains a
scatteringof shrubs and is bounded by plantings which contain the occasional
smallernative tree. However this vegtation is not consideredignificant andhe
majority of plantingswill be clearedto facilitate the solar farm.

FRASERSOLAR FARM
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1.2 Project Considerations

1.2.1 This assessment hasnsidered;

1 Aerial photography of the site and wider locality

1 Drawings and plans describing the proposed layout and design of the solar
farm and associated infrastructure provided Bgtura

1 A landscape design plgmeparedby Formium Landscape Architects and
Urban Designer<Drawing . LCO1*

 TheW5 NJSslarEndB& ClF OAf AGASaAY 5SaAdy FyR 5S@St 2L
2018

1 Relevant Provisions of the Latrobe Planning Scheme , June 2019

1.2.2 This assessment has assumed,

1 No rew transmissiompoles or power linesvill be erected to facilitate the
distribution of generated power via the transmissioatwork

1 That security fencing will be erected on all perimeters. That the fencing is
likely to be of a height of approximately 2.1m and be chain mestor
similarconstruction whichallows a high dege of visual permeability; and

1 All grades, levels and vegetative cover within the development site will
remain as existing, notwithstanding some minor disturbance with the
construction of the solar farm, installation of PV panels amustruction of
internal access roads

1 Any likely visual impact will be minimised through the mitigation proposals
outlinedin thelandscape designlgn, Drawing Md. LCO1

! Formium Landscape Architects and Urban Desigriznawving . LC012019
2 Department of Environment, Lan@/ater and Planmig, Victorian State Government.
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1.3

Summary of étivities

The degree of likelyisual impact that will aressfrom the proposedlevelopment
was determined based on an exercise which;

T

Undertook a dedlop study which identified the Zone of Theoretical Visual
influence (ZTVI) and a numbefrpublically accessible locations, viewpoints,
to guide an onsite landscape character assessment

Visited the viewpointswithin the ZTVI (&2 Kmradius fromthe site) i.e. the
immediateandwider contextual landscape define thecharacterof the
existing landscape

Identifiedtwo sensitive receptorand onesensitivereceptorlocalitywhere
views of the development will likely received

Qualitatively assessed the likehsual impact of thelevelopmentwithin

the contextual landscapom thesesensitive eceptors. The dgree of
likely visual impact ahe two sensitive receptorand sensitivereceptor
localityis presented in a tabulated forrand supported by photomontage
imagery

Identified where viewdrom threeviewpointlocalities aroundhe proposed
site will not be affected by the solar fardevelopment, ad identified two
viewpoints which whilst nosensitivereceptors will receiveviews of the
development

Thisassessmentioes not consider glint or glare impacts whids beundertaken
as aseparatestudy by Entura.
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2. Landscape CharactEwaluation

A qualitative landscape character assessment has been undertaken in a rigorous
manner consistent with best practice, as prescribed by the Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual piaict Assessment (Third Editicar)d with referenceto the
VictorianSolar Energy Facilities, $ign and Development Guidelines.

2.1 Landscapel@racterAssessmenlethodology
Landscapeharacterassessment, in contrast to visual assessment, deals with the
fabric, character and quality of the countryside. The landscape fabric consists of the
elements that make up the landscape, such as landform -lesedand cultural
influences. The way these elents fit together in terms of proportion, pattern,

scale, etc., gives rise to a particular landscape character. Changes to the fabric and
character of a particular landscape may affect the perceived value of that
landscape, giving rise to changes in itslgya

The landscape character assessment has encompassed both the wider contextual
landscape and the locality, which is visually more difficult to define and within
which the poposed development is located.

TKAa OKIFNIOGSNRAalF(GA2Y LINRPOS&aa SaidlofAakSa || Wol
the potential effects of the proposed development can be made. | apply the
following guiding definitions to determine my assessments:

High scenic qualityAreas and localitewhich exhibit an exceptionally strong

positive character with valued features which combine to give an experience of
dzy At @ NAOKyYySaa yR KFENXY2yed 2AGKAY UGKAA
an area is also deemed to be worthy of a legislatiesignation, e.g. a National

Park.

P
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Moderate scenic qualityAreas which exhibit a strong positive character with
valued features with evidence of a visually acceptable level of
alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a location of more mixed character.

Low scenic qualityAreas with a generally positive character with fewer valued
features with evidence of a visually acceptable level of
alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a location of more mixed character.

FRASERSOLAR FARM 5
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No scenic qualityAreas with a littleor no positive character with few or no valued
features with evidence of a visually unacceptable level of
alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a highly modified location of little
character

2.3  Site Visit and Photography

A site visito assess landscape character and likely visual impact assesament
undertaken on Wednesday 26th June 20THhepredeterminedviewpoints were
visited, observations made amqhotographsaken toassistin assessing the
Further, the characterisation process defines the landScap?a Sy a A G A gA G & (2 peefailinglan8s@ape charactand its sensitivity to changelhe weather was fine

of both the wider contextual landscape and the locality. This is categorisedas with clear skiesPhotographs were taken at the selected viewpoints to underpin
medium, low or negligible. As a comparison ardmple, a landscamich as a the landscape character and visual impact assessment. Photographs have been
National ParkvhichRA a LJX | 8 & KA 3K miyadbheabledor OA G & G2 Otkenyusity @ Nikon 35mm Single Lens Reflex (SLR) camera with an approximate
absorb a(solar farm)development of this nature without irreparable lens setting of 43mm.

consequences and impacts on the inherent character and visual aménhgreas

for exampleasignificantlymodified landscape that has been extensively Where appropriatepanoramic photographs have been presented at certain

developed for heavyindustty activitieswith no consideration given tamenity V|ewp_0|nts to simulate the wider hprlzontal field qf wew that a person typically
experiences, as opposed to what is represented in a single photograph.

landscajngto softenvisualimpacts would be a landscape which displays a e I P
negligibleWensitivityi 2 OK I y 35 Q | yaBsorbraostfois @ S | 6t & (i 2 Photographs have been used from this site vastd an earlier sit@isitin March
development without irreparable@isualconsequences 2019.
¢CKS %et+xL gl a | aa Sieaddre furtyeRconsideNdizi was gven 2 v
2.2  Desktop Study to the presence of other intervening elements, e.g. vegetation, windbreaks , local
Adesktop evaluation was undertakgmior to visiting the site tadentify alikely topography and built form that may obscureswis to the solar farm, providing a
Ww2yS 2F ¢ KS2NBGA OIThe ZFW ia ttighebretitaydefinddS y OS Q 0 % tandervative indication of the visibility of the solar farm.
area within which modification to the contexal landsape as a result of the
proposalcouldbe potentially discernible to the naklieeye. Given that the
maximum height of the PV panels assted with the development is
approximatelyd.0 meters,the generally recognised best practidistance of a Xm
radiusfrom the site was adopted as the likely furthest extent of the likely ZTVI.

| 2yaSldzsSSyate +ty NBF gAOGKAY GKS ®%et+xLI GKS WOAa
fA1Ste SEGSydG 2F F y2i4A2y Lt WTRBERNObANA Y1 Q FTNBY 6.
visiblebecause there are combinations of ridgelines and specific blocks of

vegetation between the viewer and the proposal that potentially blocks all views.

Within the ZTVI a number of location @A S 6 LI2 A y (i 8 Q & S NBsiteA RSy i A T A SRINFNG PRIe ggsessment it was determined that

observationsvould be recordedo determine landscape character anceaac 1 TheWisbility shadowaacountsfor over 5060f the area within the2 kms
value. ZTVI.

The ZTVMisibilitya K R26Q F YR GA S6 ArawngNe. + NB LINBasyisk I NBFa o0Sez2yR UKs e+l FyR WOAdAOAL AUE aKFR2Z
HD_V020_ADO1 Sheet 1 and Sheet 2 from the proposed site to offer discernible views of the solar farm.

¢CKS ®%et+L3I Yardvigvipairitsiigpiesedidd in Hrawing no.
HD_V020_ADO1 Sheet 1 and Sheet 2.
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