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Glossary of Terms 

 

Locality The position or site of something 

Landscape Assessment An assessment of the elements that collectively make up the landscape, 

such as landform, vegetation, land-use and cultural influences 

PV panel Photovoltaic solar panel  

Sensitive Receptor (SR) Locations from where it was considered the proposed Fraser Lane Solar 

Farm likely to be wholly or partially visible and in some instances 

prominent 

Sensitive Receptor 

Locality (SRL) 

 

Where a number of collocated viewpoints, e.g. adjacent or nearby 

dwellings, would be subject to the same degree of visual exposure to 

the proposal 

Viewpoint Locality (VPL) Where a number of collocated viewpoints, e.g. adjacent or nearby 

dwellings, have been assessed to considered all potential visual impacts 

which may result as a consequence of the proposed solar farm  

Visibility shadow Areas within the likely ZTVI where it is predicted that the  proposal will 

not be visible because there are a combination of ridgelines and 

depressions, specific blocks of vegetation and built form between the 

viewer and the proposal that potentially blocks all views 

Visual Exposure A measure of the degree to which an observer at a location can see or 

potentially see the area to be affected by the proposed change. The 

visual exposure is subjectively classified as either none, low, moderate 

or high 

Zone of Theoretical 

Visual Influence (ZTVI) 

The ZTVI is the defined area within which modification to the contextual 

landscape as a result of the proposed Frasers Solar Farm could be 

discernible to the naked eye. A distance of up to a 2 km radius from the 

centre of the proposed site was adopted as the likely furthest extent of 

the likely ZTVI 
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1. Introduction  

Frasers Lane Development Pty Ltd is seeking planning approval for the 
development of the 75 MW Frasers Solar Farm on the corner of Frasers Lane and 
Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105), Glengarry North, Victoria.  
 

This Landscape Character and Visual Impact Assessment (LCVIA) has been prepared 

to support a Planning Application prepared by Entura on behalf of Frasers Lane 

Development which outlines the planning provisions applicable to the proposed 

development and the proposed developments ability to meet the requirements of 

the Planning and Environment Act 1987 in Victoria.   

It should be noted that assessment of visual impact is highly subjective and the 

individual consideration of visual impact from any given location or view point may 

differ from the findings presented in this assessment. 

1.1 Project Site  

The proposed Frasers Solar Farm is located approximately 7 km north of the 

township of Glengarry. The proposal will comprise of 230,000 tracking photovoltaic 

(PV) panels to be situated across four parcels of land with a combined area of 

approximately 110 hectares. 

The proposed development site and the wider contextual landscape is 

predominantly agricultural with both crop production and cattle grazing the main 

land use activity.  The occasional smaller paddock adjacent a number of 

homesteads are set aside for horse agistment.   The Gippsland Plains Rail Trail 

passes along the eastern verge of the Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105), running 

parallel with the eastern site boundary and at an offset distance of approximately 

80 meters. 

There are no existing dwellings or permanent structures on the proposed site.  The 

site is currently fenced with standard post and wire fencing.  The site contains a 

scattering of shrubs and is bounded by plantings which contain the occasional 

smaller native tree.  However this vegetation is not considered significant and the 

majority of plantings will be cleared to facilitate the solar farm.  

 

 

1.2  Project Considerations  

 

1.2.1 This assessment has considered; 

¶ Aerial photography of the site and wider locality 

¶ Drawings and plans describing the proposed layout and design of the solar 

farm and associated infrastructure provided by Entura 

¶ A landscape design plan prepared by Formium Landscape Architects and 

Urban Designers, Drawing No. LC01 1  

¶ The Ψ5ǊŀŦǘ ς Solar EneǊƎȅ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΩ 

20182  

¶ Relevant Provisions of the Latrobe Planning Scheme , June 2019 

1.2.2 This assessment has assumed; 

¶ No new transmission poles or power lines will be erected to facilitate the 

distribution of generated power via the transmission network 

¶ That security fencing will be erected on all perimeters. That the fencing is 

likely to be of a height of approximately 2.1m and be of a chain mesh or 

similar construction which allows a high degree of visual permeability; and 

¶ All grades, levels and vegetative cover within the development site will 

remain as existing, notwithstanding some minor disturbance with the 

construction of the solar farm, installation of PV panels and construction of 

internal access roads 

¶ Any likely visual impact will be minimised through the mitigation proposals 

outlined in the landscape design plan, Drawing No. LC01  

 

  

                                                      
1 Formium Landscape Architects and Urban Designers, Drawing No. LC01- 2019 
2 Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Victorian State Government. 
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1.3 Summary of Activities 

The degree of likely visual impact that will arise from the proposed development 

was determined based on an exercise which; 

¶ Undertook a desktop study which identified the Zone of Theoretical Visual 

influence (ZTVI) and a number of publically accessible locations, viewpoints, 

to guide an onsite landscape character assessment 

¶ Visited the viewpoints within the ZTVI (a 2 Km radius from the site) i.e. the 

immediate and wider contextual landscape to define the character of the 

existing landscape 

¶ Identified two sensitive receptors and one sensitive receptor locality where 

views of the development will likely be received 

¶ Qualitatively assessed the likely visual impact of the development within 

the contextual landscape from these sensitive receptors.  The degree of 

likely visual impact at the two sensitive receptors and sensitive receptor 

locality is presented in a tabulated form and supported by photomontage 

imagery 

¶ Identified where views from three viewpoint localities around the proposed 

site will not be affected by the solar farm development, and identified two 

viewpoints which whilst not sensitive receptors, will receive views of the 

development 

This assessment does not consider glint or glare impacts which has be undertaken 

as a separate study  by Entura. 

2. Landscape Character Evaluation   

A qualitative landscape character assessment has been undertaken in a rigorous 

manner consistent with best practice, as prescribed by the Guidelines for 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Third Edition) and with reference to the 

Victorian Solar Energy Facilities, Design and Development Guidelines. 

2.1 Landscape Character Assessment Methodology  

Landscape character assessment, in contrast to visual assessment, deals with the 

fabric, character and quality of the countryside. The landscape fabric consists of the 

elements that make up the landscape, such as landform, land-use and cultural 

influences. The way these elements fit together in terms of proportion, pattern, 

scale, etc., gives rise to a particular landscape character. Changes to the fabric and 

character of a particular landscape may affect the perceived value of that 

landscape, giving rise to changes in its quality.   

The landscape character assessment has encompassed both the wider contextual 

landscape and the locality, which is visually more difficult to define and within 

which the proposed development is located. 

TƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ŀ ΨōŀǎŜƭƛƴŜΩ ǳǇƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 

the potential effects of the proposed development can be made. I apply the 

following guiding definitions to determine my assessments:  

High scenic quality: Areas and localities which exhibit an exceptionally strong 

positive character with valued features which combine to give an experience of 

ǳƴƛǘȅΣ ǊƛŎƘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊƳƻƴȅΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ΨŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ 

an area is also deemed to be worthy of a legislative designation, e.g. a National 

Park. 

Moderate scenic quality: Areas which exhibit a strong positive character with 

valued features with evidence of a visually acceptable level of 

alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a location of more mixed character. 

Low scenic quality: Areas with a generally positive character with fewer valued 

features with evidence of a visually acceptable level of 

alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a location of more mixed character. 
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No scenic quality: Areas with a little or no positive character with few or no valued 

features with evidence of a visually unacceptable level of 

alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a highly modified location of little 

character 

Further, the characterisation process defines the landscapŜ ΨǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ 

of both the wider contextual landscape and the locality. This is categorised as high, 

medium, low or negligible.  As a comparison and example, a landscape such as a 

National Park which ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŀ ƘƛƎƘ ΨǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ may not be able to 

absorb a (solar farm) development  of this nature without irreparable 

consequences and impacts on the inherent character and visual amenity.  Whereas 

for example, a significantly modified  landscape that has been extensively 

developed for heavy industry activities with no consideration given to amenity 

landscaping to soften visual impacts would be a landscape which displays a 

negligible Ψsensitivity ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΩ  ŀƴŘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ absorb most forms of 

development without irreparable visual consequences. 

2.2 Desktop Study 

A desktop evaluation was undertaken prior to visiting the site to identify a likely 

Ψ½ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎŀƭ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ LƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜΩ ό½¢±LύΦ  The ZTVI is the theoretically defined 

area within which modification to the contextual landscape as a result of the 

proposal could be potentially discernible to the naked eye.  Given that the 

maximum height of the PV panels associated with the development is 

approximately 4.0 meters, the generally recognised best practice distance of a 2 km 

radius from the site was adopted as the likely furthest extent of the likely ZTVI. 

Within the ZTVI a number of locations, ΨǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘich site 

observations would be recorded to determine landscape character and scenic 

value. 

The ZTVI, Ψvisibility ǎƘŀŘƻǿΩ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ in drawing No. 

HD_V020_AD01 Sheet 1 and Sheet 2 

2.3 Site Visit and Photography 

A site visit to assess landscape character and likely visual impact assessment was 

undertaken on Wednesday 26th June 2019.  The predetermined viewpoints were 

visited, observations made and photographs taken to assist in assessing the 

prevailing landscape character and its sensitivity to change.  The weather was fine 

with clear skies.  Photographs were taken at the selected viewpoints to underpin 

the landscape character and visual impact assessment. Photographs have been 

taken using a Nikon 35mm Single Lens Reflex (SLR) camera with an approximate 

lens setting of 43mm. 

Where appropriate, panoramic photographs have been presented at certain 

viewpoints to simulate the wider horizontal field of view that a person typically 

experiences, as opposed to what is represented in a single photograph. 

Photographs have been used from this site vista and an earlier site visit in March 

2019. 

¢ƘŜ ½¢±L ǿŀǎ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ΨǘǊǳǘƘŜŘΩ ƻƴ-site, where further consideration was given 

to the presence of other intervening elements, e.g. vegetation, windbreaks , local 

topography and built form that may obscure views to the solar farm, providing a 

conservative indication of the visibility of the solar farm.  

 /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ½¢±LΣ ǘƘŜ ΨǾƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƘŀŘƻǿΩ ǿŀǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴƻǘƛƻƴŀƭ ΨŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ will not be 

visible because there are combinations of ridgelines and specific blocks of 

vegetation between the viewer and the proposal that potentially blocks all views.  

Through the on-site assessment it was determined that; 

¶ The Ψvisibility shadowΩ accounts for over 50% of the area within the 2 kms 

ZTVI. 

¶ ŀǊŜŀǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ½¢±L ŀƴŘ ΨǾƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƘŀŘƻǿΩ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ 

from the proposed site to offer discernible views of the solar farm.  

¢ƘŜ ½¢±LΣ ΨǾƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǎƘŀŘƻǿΩ and viewpoints are presented in drawing no. 

HD_V020_AD01 Sheet 1 and Sheet 2.  
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