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Glossary of Terms 

 

Locality The position or site of something 

Landscape Assessment An assessment of the elements that collectively make up the landscape, 

such as landform, vegetation, land-use and cultural influences 

PV panel Photovoltaic solar panel  

Sensitive Receptor (SR) Locations from where it was considered the proposed Fraser Lane Solar 

Farm likely to be wholly or partially visible and in some instances 

prominent 

Sensitive Receptor 

Locality (SRL) 

 

Where a number of collocated viewpoints, e.g. adjacent or nearby 

dwellings, would be subject to the same degree of visual exposure to 

the proposal 

Viewpoint Locality (VPL) Where a number of collocated viewpoints, e.g. adjacent or nearby 

dwellings, have been assessed to considered all potential visual impacts 

which may result as a consequence of the proposed solar farm  

Visibility shadow Areas within the likely ZTVI where it is predicted that the  proposal will 

not be visible because there are a combination of ridgelines and 

depressions, specific blocks of vegetation and built form between the 

viewer and the proposal that potentially blocks all views 

Visual Exposure A measure of the degree to which an observer at a location can see or 

potentially see the area to be affected by the proposed change. The 

visual exposure is subjectively classified as either none, low, moderate 

or high 

Zone of Theoretical 

Visual Influence (ZTVI) 

The ZTVI is the defined area within which modification to the contextual 

landscape as a result of the proposed Frasers Solar Farm could be 

discernible to the naked eye. A distance of up to a 2 km radius from the 

centre of the proposed site was adopted as the likely furthest extent of 

the likely ZTVI 
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1. Introduction  

Frasers Lane Development Pty Ltd is seeking planning approval for the 
development of the 75 MW Frasers Solar Farm on the corner of Frasers Lane and 
Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105), Glengarry North, Victoria.  
 

This Landscape Character and Visual Impact Assessment (LCVIA) has been prepared 

to support a Planning Application prepared by Entura on behalf of Frasers Lane 

Development which outlines the planning provisions applicable to the proposed 

development and the proposed developments ability to meet the requirements of 

the Planning and Environment Act 1987 in Victoria.   

It should be noted that assessment of visual impact is highly subjective and the 

individual consideration of visual impact from any given location or view point may 

differ from the findings presented in this assessment. 

1.1 Project Site  

The proposed Frasers Solar Farm is located approximately 7 km north of the 

township of Glengarry. The proposal will comprise of 230,000 tracking photovoltaic 

(PV) panels to be situated across four parcels of land with a combined area of 

approximately 110 hectares. 

The proposed development site and the wider contextual landscape is 

predominantly agricultural with both crop production and cattle grazing the main 

land use activity.  The occasional smaller paddock adjacent a number of 

homesteads are set aside for horse agistment.   The Gippsland Plains Rail Trail 

passes along the eastern verge of the Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105), running 

parallel with the eastern site boundary and at an offset distance of approximately 

80 meters. 

There are no existing dwellings or permanent structures on the proposed site.  The 

site is currently fenced with standard post and wire fencing.  The site contains a 

scattering of shrubs and is bounded by plantings which contain the occasional 

smaller native tree.  However this vegetation is not considered significant and the 

majority of plantings will be cleared to facilitate the solar farm.  

 

 

1.2  Project Considerations  

 

1.2.1 This assessment has considered; 

 Aerial photography of the site and wider locality 

 Drawings and plans describing the proposed layout and design of the solar 

farm and associated infrastructure provided by Entura 

 A landscape design plan prepared by Formium Landscape Architects and 

Urban Designers, Drawing No. LC01 1  

 The ‘Draft – Solar Energy Facilities, Design and Development Guidelines’ 

20182  

 Relevant Provisions of the Latrobe Planning Scheme , June 2019 

1.2.2 This assessment has assumed; 

 No new transmission poles or power lines will be erected to facilitate the 

distribution of generated power via the transmission network 

 That security fencing will be erected on all perimeters. That the fencing is 

likely to be of a height of approximately 2.1m and be of a chain mesh or 

similar construction which allows a high degree of visual permeability; and 

 All grades, levels and vegetative cover within the development site will 

remain as existing, notwithstanding some minor disturbance with the 

construction of the solar farm, installation of PV panels and construction of 

internal access roads 

 Any likely visual impact will be minimised through the mitigation proposals 

outlined in the landscape design plan, Drawing No. LC01  

 

  

                                                      
1 Formium Landscape Architects and Urban Designers, Drawing No. LC01- 2019 
2 Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Victorian State Government. 
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1.3 Summary of Activities 

The degree of likely visual impact that will arise from the proposed development 

was determined based on an exercise which; 

 Undertook a desktop study which identified the Zone of Theoretical Visual 

influence (ZTVI) and a number of publically accessible locations, viewpoints, 

to guide an onsite landscape character assessment 

 Visited the viewpoints within the ZTVI (a 2 Km radius from the site) i.e. the 

immediate and wider contextual landscape to define the character of the 

existing landscape 

 Identified two sensitive receptors and one sensitive receptor locality where 

views of the development will likely be received 

 Qualitatively assessed the likely visual impact of the development within 

the contextual landscape from these sensitive receptors.  The degree of 

likely visual impact at the two sensitive receptors and sensitive receptor 

locality is presented in a tabulated form and supported by photomontage 

imagery 

 Identified where views from three viewpoint localities around the proposed 

site will not be affected by the solar farm development, and identified two 

viewpoints which whilst not sensitive receptors, will receive views of the 

development 

This assessment does not consider glint or glare impacts which has be undertaken 

as a separate study  by Entura. 

2. Landscape Character Evaluation   

A qualitative landscape character assessment has been undertaken in a rigorous 

manner consistent with best practice, as prescribed by the Guidelines for 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (Third Edition) and with reference to the 

Victorian Solar Energy Facilities, Design and Development Guidelines. 

2.1 Landscape Character Assessment Methodology  

Landscape character assessment, in contrast to visual assessment, deals with the 

fabric, character and quality of the countryside. The landscape fabric consists of the 

elements that make up the landscape, such as landform, land-use and cultural 

influences. The way these elements fit together in terms of proportion, pattern, 

scale, etc., gives rise to a particular landscape character. Changes to the fabric and 

character of a particular landscape may affect the perceived value of that 

landscape, giving rise to changes in its quality.   

The landscape character assessment has encompassed both the wider contextual 

landscape and the locality, which is visually more difficult to define and within 

which the proposed development is located. 

This characterisation process establishes a ‘baseline’ upon which judgments about 

the potential effects of the proposed development can be made. I apply the 

following guiding definitions to determine my assessments:  

High scenic quality: Areas and localities which exhibit an exceptionally strong 

positive character with valued features which combine to give an experience of 

unity, richness and harmony. Within this definition ‘exceptional’ could apply where 

an area is also deemed to be worthy of a legislative designation, e.g. a National 

Park. 

Moderate scenic quality: Areas which exhibit a strong positive character with 

valued features with evidence of a visually acceptable level of 

alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a location of more mixed character. 

Low scenic quality: Areas with a generally positive character with fewer valued 

features with evidence of a visually acceptable level of 

alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a location of more mixed character. 
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No scenic quality: Areas with a little or no positive character with few or no valued 

features with evidence of a visually unacceptable level of 

alteration/degradation/erosion resulting in a highly modified location of little 

character 

Further, the characterisation process defines the landscape ‘sensitivity to change’ 

of both the wider contextual landscape and the locality. This is categorised as high, 

medium, low or negligible.  As a comparison and example, a landscape such as a 

National Park which displays a high ‘sensitivity to change’ may not be able to 

absorb a (solar farm) development  of this nature without irreparable 

consequences and impacts on the inherent character and visual amenity.  Whereas 

for example, a significantly modified  landscape that has been extensively 

developed for heavy industry activities with no consideration given to amenity 

landscaping to soften visual impacts would be a landscape which displays a 

negligible ‘sensitivity to change’  and would be able to absorb most forms of 

development without irreparable visual consequences. 

2.2 Desktop Study 

A desktop evaluation was undertaken prior to visiting the site to identify a likely 

‘Zone of Theoretical Visual Influence’ (ZTVI).  The ZTVI is the theoretically defined 

area within which modification to the contextual landscape as a result of the 

proposal could be potentially discernible to the naked eye.  Given that the 

maximum height of the PV panels associated with the development is 

approximately 4.0 meters, the generally recognised best practice distance of a 2 km 

radius from the site was adopted as the likely furthest extent of the likely ZTVI. 

Within the ZTVI a number of locations, ‘viewpoints’ were identified from which site 

observations would be recorded to determine landscape character and scenic 

value. 

The ZTVI, ‘visibility shadow’ and viewpoints are presented in drawing No. 

HD_V020_AD01 Sheet 1 and Sheet 2 

2.3 Site Visit and Photography 

A site visit to assess landscape character and likely visual impact assessment was 

undertaken on Wednesday 26th June 2019.  The predetermined viewpoints were 

visited, observations made and photographs taken to assist in assessing the 

prevailing landscape character and its sensitivity to change.  The weather was fine 

with clear skies.  Photographs were taken at the selected viewpoints to underpin 

the landscape character and visual impact assessment. Photographs have been 

taken using a Nikon 35mm Single Lens Reflex (SLR) camera with an approximate 

lens setting of 43mm. 

Where appropriate, panoramic photographs have been presented at certain 

viewpoints to simulate the wider horizontal field of view that a person typically 

experiences, as opposed to what is represented in a single photograph. 

Photographs have been used from this site vista and an earlier site visit in March 

2019. 

The ZTVI was assessed and ‘truthed’ on-site, where further consideration was given 

to the presence of other intervening elements, e.g. vegetation, windbreaks , local 

topography and built form that may obscure views to the solar farm, providing a 

conservative indication of the visibility of the solar farm.  

 Consequently an area within the ZTVI, the ‘visibility shadow’ was established as the 

likely extent of a notional ‘footprint’ from within which the development will not be 

visible because there are combinations of ridgelines and specific blocks of 

vegetation between the viewer and the proposal that potentially blocks all views.  

Through the on-site assessment it was determined that; 

 The ‘visibility shadow’ accounts for over 50% of the area within the 2 kms 

ZTVI. 

 areas beyond the ZTVI and ‘visibility shadow’ are likely to be too far away 

from the proposed site to offer discernible views of the solar farm.  

The ZTVI, ‘visibility shadow’ and viewpoints are presented in drawing no. 

HD_V020_AD01 Sheet 1 and Sheet 2.  
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2.4 Landscape Character of the Contextual Landscape and Site 

Glengarry North comprises of a mainly planar, heavily modified agricultural 

landscape where densely wooded slopes rise up towards the Boola Boola State 

Forest and distant Moondarra State Park to the west.  Within this contextual 

landscape the eye of the observer is drawn to the sweeping vista of contiguous 

canopies which silhouette the western horizon. 

To the east the eye of the observer is drawn through the occasional copse of small 

trees and across the contextual landscape.   The observer is afforded intermittent 

views of a horizon abruptly juxtaposed against the expansive plains that stretch 

into East Gippsland and beyond to the distant Strzelecki Ranges. 

Views to the south east and south are dominated by the obtrusive chimney towers 

of the Loy Yang Power Station.  The beige colours, ‘mechanical’ form and presence 

of a collection of towers belching large plumes of smoke into the sky and across the 

horizon is incongruous and unwelcome.  The notable prominence of this industrial 

activity blights the view afforded from numerous locations within the immediate 

and wider contextual landscape   

The Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105), which dissects the agricultural landscape is a 

major transport corridor, the repetitive north - south procession of vehicles 

including large commercial trucks is a notable visual intrusion.  The linearity of 

travel and movement is visually reinforced the continued presence of the 22 and 66 

kV powerlines and power poles which travel along the western verge of the 

carriageway.   The now abandoned rail line which follows the eastern verge  of the 

carriageway has been redesignated as the Gippsland Plains Rail Trail, a popular 

weekend recreational facility for locals and tourists with a trail head and 

interpretative centre at the old rail station and platform at Glengarry.  A number of 

views are obtained from the rail trail west across the foreground where the 

proposed solar farm will be sited and to the distant horizon of the state forest and 

park. 

It is a contextual landscape where the eye of the observer traces across the open 

grazing and cropping fields in search of visual ‘incident’ and stimulation.  

The geometric field pattern dissected by straight roads of both unmetaled stone 

and bitumen prevails, compartmentalising the landscape and reinforcing the 

impact of human adaptation which ‘consumes’ the visual context. 

Through the wholesale clearance of native and remnant vegetation to facilitate 

agricultural production new exotics have been introduced as wind breaks which 

further reinforce the visually defining, contrived ‘geometry of place’.  Large trees 

are mainly restricted to field boundaries and retained creek lines where they 

provide some much needed visual interest. 

The uniformity and regularity of rectangular fields with repetitive textures and 

colours create a visually underwhelming experience for the journeying observer on 

the Traralgon-Maffra Road who is transiting through the immediate locality. 

The built form of mainly single storey residential dwellings with outhouses and 

barns and an ad hoc array of (and in some instances it would appear disused) 

agricultural infrastructure is somewhat anonymous within the sweeping panoramas 

across denuded fields to a distant horizon.   

The landscape of Glengarry North within which the proposed Frasers Solar Farm is 

located is of a low scenic quality and has a low sensitivity to change. 
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3.0 Visual Impact Evaluation and Assessment  

Whilst on site the degree of likely impact on viewpoints which would be more 

readily exposed to the visual landscape changes that will occur as a consequence of 

the development was determined.  

The outcomes of this on site determination form the basis of the visual impact 

assessment. 

3.1  Visual Impact Considerations  

The likely visual impact of the proposed development is described considering 

factors which may include: 

• The visual qualities of the view both before and after the introduction of the 

solar farm and the duration and angle of the view in relation to the main 

activity of the viewer; 

• The distance of the viewpoint from the proposed development; the extent 

of the area over which the changes would be visible and the scale of the 

change in the view (loss or addition of features, changes in composition, 

proportion of view affected); 

• The degree of contrast in form, scale, mass, line, height, colour and texture 

introduced into the view by the proposed development; 

• The duration and nature of the effect (temporary, permanent, intermittent); 

which is particularly relevant in this appraisal where the majority of viewers 

are travelers moving through the landscape  

• The numbers and types of viewers affected, generally greater weighting is 

applied to the likely visual impact on the amenity arears in and around 

dwellings and popular recreational nodes in contrast to for example a road 

or highway.  

There are a number of ‘transitory’ viewpoints along the Traralgon-Maffra 

Road (C105) where observers will be travelling through a locality of low 

scenic value at high speeds whilst on a journey to an end destination 

beyond and outside the contextual landscape.  The sense of ‘immediacy’ 

and the visual prominence of the completed within the immediate locality 

may be obvious, but short lived.   

During the construction phase temporary changes to visual amenity will occur. 

These changes will be due mainly, but not limited to the presence of construction 

equipment, earthworks activities and an overall increase in the number of people 

and large vehicles at each site and at roadside locations. The changing visual 

environment and activity during construction will be temporary, therefore is not 

considered in detail in the visual impact assessment. 

3.2 General Solar Farm Development Considerations  

Photovoltaic panels are designed to absorb sunlight and convert it to electricity.  

Minimising the light reflected from the panels is a goal of panel design, 

manufacture and installation. 

The dark, non-reflective nature of a solar array is generally considered to help 

minimise their visual contrast with the surrounding landscape, where at a distance 

they will appear similar to the belts of windbreak plantings of native and exotic 

evergreen trees. Their horizontal scale is consistent with the large fields across the 

contextual landscape. The solar plant will be low in profile, comprising of panels 

which when fully tilted at 60o is approximately 4.0 metres in height. In theory the 

solar farm should be visible in the foreground, however, it is apparent that subtle 

changes in undulation across the site and wider contextual landscape coupled with 

the presence of existing windbreak plantings scattered throughout the area is likely 

to screen part or the entire solar project from many locations within these 

immediate areas. 

For viewers who are more than two kilometres away from the site the reduction in 

apparent size of the solar project brought about by distance will mean that it is 

likely to be insignificant in height and therefore concealed within the view.   
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3.3 Visual Impact of the Proposed Solar Farm 

The on –site assessment has identified:  

(i) Two locations considered to be sensitive receptors; SR 01 - a viewpoint 

from the Gippsland Plains Rail Trail looking west and SR 02 - a viewpoint 

at Nos. 390 and 415 Glengarry North Road, two collocated properties 

where views into the site will be obtained until screen planting has 

established. 

(ii) A sensitive receptor locality; SRL 03– where four dwellings within close 

proximity to each other are likely to receive a similar visual impact of the 

proposed solar farm until screen planting has established.  A 

photomontage from the Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105) - VP 02 is 

presented as a typical representation of the likely visual impact an 

occupant within SRL 03 may experience looking north from the rear of 

their dwelling. 

(iii) Two viewpoints, VP 01 and VP 02  from where views of the proposed 

solar farm on completion and after a period of 8 – 10 years once screen 

planting has established are presented as photomontages for 

consideration.  

These views are considered to be typical of the likely impact that will be 

received from other viewpoints within the immediate vicinity.  

Neither viewpoint is considered a sensitive receptor. 

(iv) Three viewpoint localities; VPL 03 - 05 located within the ZTVI where an 

onsite assessment from publically accessible areas has determined that 

groups of collocated properties and dwellings are unlikely to experience 

any visual impact as a consequence of the proposed development.  

Photographs are presented from each VPL to support this opinion.  The 

viewpoints are not considered to be sensitive receptors 

Several residents expressed an opinion that the solar farm will have a detrimental 

impact on views from within their property.  An invitation has been extended to all 

residents likely to experience a visual impact from within their property to be 

visited and for the likely visual impact to be assessed.  However a small number of 

residents chose not take up the invitation. 

The sensitive receptors, sensitive receptor localities, viewpoint localities and 

viewpoints are identified in drawing no. HD_V020_AD01 Sheet 1 and Sheet 2. 

3.4 Likely Visual Impact at the Identified Sensitive Receptors 

The following criteria were applied to describe the likely visual impact of the 

proposed development at the 2 sensitive receptors and the SRL. 

Substantial adverse impact where the scheme would cause a significant 

deterioration in the existing view 

Moderate adverse impact where the scheme would cause a noticeable 

deterioration in the existing view 

Slight adverse impact where the scheme would cause a barely 

perceptible deterioration in the existing view 

Slight beneficial impact where the scheme would cause a barely 

perceptible improvement in the existing view 

Moderate beneficial impact  where the scheme would cause a noticeable 

improvement in the existing view 

Substantial beneficial impact where the scheme would cause a significant 

improvement in the existing view 

No change No discernible deterioration or improvement 

in the existing view 
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Sensitive Receptor 01 

 

 

Location  Gippsland Plains Rail Trail  

View directions  West, south west 

Landscape and setting A landscape of low scenic quality.  

With easy access and gentle grades for the inexperienced rider the rail trail is a popular recreational facility used by both locals and 

visitors to the region.  The cycle along the at grade route which commences at the interpretive centre located at the old Glengarry rail 

station provides users with occasional panoramic vistas west and east through intermittent copses of road side verge tree and shrub 

plantings.  At this receptor the eye of the observer is drawn across the contextual landscape of grazing land and cropping fields west to 

the notable panorama over the distant horizon.   However, the continual procession of vehicles and large tucks traveling along the 

adjacent Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105) diminishes the visual amenity and general ambiance of the locality. 

Whilst the ride along the rail trail would be a satisfying experience, in comparison with other similar rail trail experiences in wider 

regional Victoria (for example the northeast alpine regions of Victoria) the visual landscape is less inspiring. 

Distance from Project Site(s) Approximately 50 metres to site boundary – 70 metres to the first visible eastern row of PV panels. 

Visual exposure at receptor  Moderate to high 

In the absence of existing large vegetation between the observer and the site the likely visual exposure on completion of the 

installation of PV panels, construction of the solar farm's substation and the associated electrical infrastructure and the erection of 

the boundary fencing will be moderate to high until the proposed screen planting is sufficiently established. 

Gippsland Plains Rail Trail Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105) Frasers Lane

Proposed site
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However as the PV panels are set back from the eastern property boundary by some 20 metres the sense of immediacy will be less 

apparent and the distant panoramic views west - south west to the silhouetted horizon will be undiminished where the roof lines of the 

solar farm's substation sit below the horizon.  The illustrative montage (drawing no. HD_V020_SR01) which shows the development 

after a notional period of 8 – 10 years demonstrates that for the large part the visual impact will be mitigated once screen planting has 

established.  The established screen planting will blend effortlessly into the backdrop of wooded slopes providing visual continuity 

between the foreground and distant horizon. 

For the traveller moving in either direction along the Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105) views of the solar farm will be fleeting due to the 

higher speed at which the observer will be travelling through the locality whilst on a journey to an end destination beyond and outside 

the contextual landscape. Consequently views from along the road are considered of low or no sensitivity. 

The sense of ‘immediacy’ and the visual prominence of the completed solar farm within the immediate locality will, until screen 

planting is established will be obvious but short lived.   

Predicted visual impact The solar farm will be a new compact infrastructure element in a landscape of low scenic quality. As a visual feature which ‘blankets’ 

the landform without prominent vertical elements protruding above the horizon the likely visual impact will be moderate adverse until 

screen planting establishes. 

Mitigation Where the extended maximum height of the PVs sits at approximately 4.0 m above ground level the establishment of a densely planted 

vegetative screen using predominately evergreen native tree and shrub species will assist in mitigating long term visual impacts.  

Further the selection of an appropriate muted colour such as Notre Dam Grey for the finish of colour bond sheeting in the shed 

construction will complement the varying and changing backdrop colours and hues of the skyline. 

The likely visual impact after mitigation will be slight adverse where the boundary fencing will remain a conspicuous feature.  
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Sensitive Receptor 02 

 

 

Location No 390 and No 415 Glengarry North Road. 

View Direction East, south east. 

Landscape and setting  A landscape of Low Scenic Quality. 

The views from both properties are drawn across the immediate open and exposed foreground to the distant Strzelecki Ranges, a notable focal 

point of the panoramic view which traces the horizon.  A planar vista where the eye of the observer searches for visual ‘incident’ which is provided 

by the occasional mature tree set within the geometric framework of cropping and grazing land.  Within this vista groups of trees at varying 

distances to the east are juxtaposed against the back drop of the Strzelecki Ranges and appear as a contiguous linear element capturing the eye of 

the observer and drawing the observer’s eye 180 degrees through a north – south sweeping movement. 

Distance from Project Site  400 metres 

Visual exposure at receptor  Moderate. 

The eye of the observer is drawn beyond the foreground to the distant horizon. Whilst the occupants of No. 390 Glengarry North Road will receive a 

more direct visual impact, the dwelling at no.415 is located to the rear and west of the large commercial shed and other ancillary structures which 

front Glengarry Road North.  The shed and structures sit between the dwelling and the proposed solar farm location, consequently the likely visual 

impact on the occupants of the dwelling will be restricted to views on exiting the property only. 

Predicted visual impact  Given the relative flat topography of the proposed site and planar nature of the surrounding contextual landscape the solar fam will on construction 

appear as a contiguous thin grey line against a backdrop of the expansive horizon.  The grey appearance of the panels will be visually 

inconsequential and appear as another contiguous linear element hugging the landform similar to the distant groups of trees.  The colour and 

appearance of the PV panels will complement the backdrop colour and hues of the blue - grey enveloping skyline.  The ‘pencil line’ appearance of 

Glengarry North Road

Loy Yang Power Station

Proposed site No. 390

50 metres to No. 415

Strzelecki Ranges
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the initial rows of PV panels will be inconsequential visual features in the foreground as the eye of the observer is drawn towards the backdrop of 

the more visually appealing  horizon.  In a landscape of low scenic quality the likely visual impact of the proposed solar farm will be Slight adverse to 

moderate adverse. 

Mitigation The use of native evergreen trees and large shrubs planted along the western site boundary will provide a quick growing screen. The included 

montage demonstrates that screen planting will quickly and successfully mitigate all likely visual impacts of the solar farm on this receptor. The 

likely visual impact after mitigation will be slight adverse where the boundary fence will remain conspicuous. 
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Sensitive Receptor Locality 03 

 

 

 

Location Four co-located dwellings have been considered as a singular collective when assessing the likely visual impact of the proposed solar farm. 

Broadly, the SRL footprint extends west along Chappels Road from the Chappels Road/ Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105) intersection and includes the 

residential properties at No. 40, 60, 80 and 110 Chappels Road.  

As access to the properties was not available the likely visual impact has been assessed with reference to viewpoint 02, a publically accessible 

location on the Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105), looking north west. This location is approximately 500 metres east of SRL 03 but at a similar distance 

north of Chappels Road as the co-located dwellings which are located at the end of private driveways of approx. 100 – 150 m in length.  A 

photomontage prepared from this location is provided (drawing no HD_V020_VP02).  

View Direction North – north west 

Landscape and setting  A landscape of Low Scenic Quality. 

A locality where expansive foreground views across and above the open agricultural landscape are directed north and west towards the expansive 

hills and distant horizon.  Further north the mid-ground views beyond Frasers Lane) are filtered through the occasional collection of windbreak 

plantings comprising of native and exotics trees tree species.   A contextual landscape where ‘human scale’ enclosure is absence and where the 

continuous stream of vehicles travelling north south along the Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105) is an ever present intrusion.  A locality where the 

imposed expansive geometric arrangement of fields delineated through post and wire fencing and windbreak plantings is prominent.  The eye of the 

observer traces over this contrived landform for features of the once prevalent ‘natural’ remnant landscape; the occasional mature eucalypt being 

the only salient reminder.  

500 metres to SRL 03 Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105)

Proposed site
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Distance from Project Site  500 - 600 metres 

Visual exposure at receptor  Low to moderate  

The eye of the observer is drawn beyond and over the foreground to the distant wooded slopes of the horizon. A planar vista where the eye of the 

observer searches for visual ‘incident’ which is provided by the occasional mature tree set within the geometric framework of cropping and grazing 

land. 

Predicted visual impact  Given the relatively flat topography of the proposed site and planar nature of the surrounding contextual landscape the solar fam will appear as a 

contiguous thin 'slither’ against a backdrop of mature mainly evergreen trees and the expansive horizon.  

The thin grey ‘pencil line’ appearance of the initial rows of PV panels will be inconsequential visual features when viewed against the backdrop of 

the more visually dominating horizon. The colour of the PV panels will be absorbed into the backdrop of the grey- green hues of native plantings of 

the distant hills.  In a landscape of low scenic quality the likely visual impact of the proposed solar farm will be slight adverse.  

Mitigation The use of native evergreen trees and large shrubs planted along the southern site boundary will provide a quick growing screen.  The included 

montage demonstrates that screen planting will quickly and successfully mitigate all likely visual impacts of the solar farm when looking north from 

this SRL.  Note – the photomontage is a typical representation from VP 02 at a location along the Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105).  The angle and 

direction of the view north west presents a photomontage which exposes the south east corner of the solar farm. However it is unlikely would be 

visible when viewed directly north from within SRL 03 once screen planting has established.  

The likely visual impact after mitigation no change where the boundary fencing will be largely indiscernible within the wider panorama. 
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4. Consideration of Viewpoints and Viewpoint Localities 

The following photographs have been taken from locations at each VP and within 

the VPLs which are to the north, north west and south east of the proposed Frasers 

Solar Farm (drawing HD_V020_VP01-02 and HD_V020_VPL03-05).  

These VPs and VPLs are not considered to be sensitive receptors due to either the 

low numbers of observers who infrequently pass by the location, or a location  

where the traveller along the Traralgon-Maffra Road (C105) gains but a fleeting 

glimpse of the solar farm whilst on a journey to a destination beyond the 

contextual landscape. 

The annotated photographs are presented to address all likely visual impact 

concerns which may be raised by nearby residents.  
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5. Summary and Recommendations 

The introduction of the Frasers Solar Farm will alter the character and visual 

qualities of the locality and wider contextual landscape, however and as 

demonstrated the likely visual impact will be largely inconsequential.  

Where necessary all likely visual impacts on the two identified sensitive receptors 

and the sensitive receptor location can be managed through the proposed 

vegetative screening presented in the accompanying Landscape Plan. 

Whilst the opportunity for appropriate screen planting has been demonstrated as 

desirable to allay concerns of a loss of visual amenity by some, it is my opinion that 

for many observers the introduction of the solar farm will evoke curiosity, 

becoming a prominent and welcomed ‘incidental’ infrastructure feature and a best 

practice, progressive example of renewable energy delivery in a somewhat visually 

underwhelming contextual landscape. 

It is my opinion that within a locality and landscape of low scenic quality the visual 

impact that is likely to be experienced by the Frasers Solar Farm before mitigation 

plantings have established will range from between: 

 Moderate adverse at one sensitive receptor  

 Slight to moderate adverse at one sensitive receptor 

 Slight adverse at sensitive receptor locality  

After a duration of 8 -10 years of successful evergreen tree and shrub 

establishment the likely visual impacts will be largely mitigated.  Consequently the 

likely visual impact will be: 

 Slight adverse at two sensitive receptors 

 No change at one sensitive receptor 

It is my opinion that the Frasers Solar Farm will not have irreparable consequences 

for the visual amenity of the locality and wider contextual landscape. 

 


